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SUMATRA. 


Messrs. Burton and R. Ward uader the patronage of 
the London Baptist Seciety have lately performed a 
journey iato the interior of the Battak country. Their 
Journal contaias much information relating to the civil 
and political conditioa of the country. But betore we 
proceed with our extracts we shall copy from the Mis- 
sionary Garetieer the followiag description of the island. 


Sumatra, a large island in the E. Indian sea, 
and wost westerly of the Sanda Isles, separated 
from Asia by the straits of Malacea, and from the 
island of Java, S. by the straits of Sunda. The 
equinoxial line passes nearly through the centie. 
Length, 1,050 mi!-s, by 165 average breadth. 
Population, 3,000.000.-, The inhabitants are pa 
gans aud cannibals, Malays are settled on the 
coasts. The English have a settlementsat Ben- 
coolen, on the S. W. coast of the islajid, and ar 
Tapanooly, on the island Punchon, on W. Coast. 
An encouraging ficld for Missionary enterprize is 
opening among the deluded pag :us on this isl- 
and, 

The Battas compose about one third part of th: 
population, whose religion is a compound of the 
most ridiculous. and barbarous superstitions, foun- 
ded on human depravity, They do not worship 
images ; but believe in the existence of certain 
deities, whose attributes bespeak the existence of 
a better race of peopte than the present. Under 
their principal deity, they have a god of mercy ; 
another, of justice, and a third, the source of discord 
and contention, tie instigator of malice and ie- 
venge, the inciter of anger and the source of fraud, 
deceit, lying, hypocrisy and murder. The latte: 
has the most influence. They beseech kim when 
they have been guilty of these vices, and very 
rarely offer petitions to the other deities. ‘The on- 
ly religious ceremony noticed among Uiem, ‘is the 
invocation of the shades of their ancestors. 


The following is extracted from Mr. Ward’s Journal. 


“We had to pass a mountainous district, about 
fifty miles wide, covered with wood, ere we came 
to the chief population. This distance musi have 
been more than half doubled by the crookedness 
of the way. The road was too rugged to adinit 
of the use of horses, aud we therefore performed 
the journey on foot, chiefly without shoes and 
stockings. The fifth day after our departure, we 
entered the district of Silindang, whence we were 
obliged to return eventually without penetrating 
father. During our stay here, we were daily at- 
tended from morning to night by crowds of peo- 
ple from every quarter. They were universally 
“civil, aud appeared to form a high idea of owr cha- 








racter. A disposition to avarice, however, discov- 
ered itself with much shallow cunning and artifice. 
hey displayed great simplicity as it respects an 
advanced stage of society, but were extremely in- 
guisitive. Every article we carried with us be- 
came an object of their anxious curiosity. We 
were asked by some, if we were not invulnerable 
by others, if we should ever die, &c, 

“ Ou our first arrival we were so much pressed 
by the crowd, that it becams necessary to take 
shelter in the house of the chief. We afterwards 
exhibited ourselves for several hours from au ele- 
vated loit at the end of the house, answering such 
questions as the multitude chose to put. At night 
the house was filled to excess, and Mr. Burton 
read some of, the tracts, especially the ten com- 
manpdments, with which they were much gratified. 
He then opened to them the great truths of Chris- 
lianity ; and when he came to speak of the resur- 
recuion, the future judgment, and a final state of 
immortality, no words can express the interest ex- 
cied, the astonishment painted in-every-counte- 
pance. For a moment all was profound silence, 
every one looking on his neighbour, not knowing 
what to say or what tothink. We ourselves are 
much at a loss to see the unexampled effect of 
these wonderful truths on their first revelation. 
The scene at Athens, when St. Paul preached on 
the same subjects, occurred as precisely the same, 
except that * certain men clave unto him and be- 
lieved.’ This practice of reading and conversing 
with the multitades, who resorted to us in the eve- 
nings, was continued all the time we remained and 
ihe gospel was received yenerally as the most in- 
teresting subject we could introduce, 

“ A considerable portion of the second day was 
consumed in a public bechara, or consultation, at- 
tended by the chiefs of the neighbouring villages, 
and about two thousand people. It was held in 
the open street, and the chief, our host, took a seat 
as a kind of president, ou a stone placed in front 
of his own door. The multitudes seated themselves 
in a large semicircle around him. The confer- 
ence commenced by a public declaration, that we 
had arrived on a friendly visit, and intended to 
proceed in a few days on our journey to the great. 
Lake of Toba, the residence of the principal chief 
of the Battaks, w.1om we wished to see—that we 
had brought with us certain books, revealed by the 
only true God, a knowledge of which was of the 
utmost importance to all men—that we wished to 
acquaint them with the contents of these, and if 
they should he approved, send up supplies, free of 
expense, afier our return to the coast—that these 
books would teach all men to be happy—that if 
any person embraced their instructions, and eons 
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formed his life to their precepts, he would lose all 
dread of Bogus, and Saitans, and every evil spirit, 
by which they were so perpetually harrassed, and 
be placed under the immediate protection of the 
one great God. In fect, that they would be made 
happy in this life, and happy for ever after death. 
Mr. Burton then stood forth, and read with a loud 
voice the ten commandments, commenting as he 
proceeded. A Battak man succeeded him, reading 
another tract, | think, a portion of the gospel. 
After this,the Bechara proceeded, with a good deal 
of order, each speaker standing up as he spoke. 
Speeches were made from various parts of the cir- 
cle, affording interesting specimens of savage elo- 
quence. Some spoke with great fluency, some with 
bodily action and some with much warmth, wit, and 
sarcasm, endeavouring to move the feelings of the 
audience. Some maintained that they onght not to 
allow us to pass on to the lake without first ascer- 
taining the will of Singa Manga Raja, the great 
chief. One very aged man arose, and leaning on his 
staff, declared that he had lived a long time, and 
had ever found their ‘ 4dat,’ their laws and usages 
good, and that they ought not to change them; 
that if we wished to introduce any thing affecting 
these, they ought to reject it ; butif we could teach 
them any thing that would make them more rich 
or happy, they ought to embrace it cordially. This 
speech excited much applause; and after assuring 
them that what we wished to teach, would not in- 
terfere with their laws, they expressed themselves 
much pleased, and showed great willingness to 
receive the books. 

“ After this we exhibited and explained the use 
of a telescope, a mariner’s compass, and such arti- 
‘cles as we had with us, all of which were carried 
round for particular inspection, no one being suf 
fered to leave his place. The telescope and the 
compass excited much wonder ; with the former, 
one asked us to spy out his ecemies, another to 
discover the evil thoughts of any bad person in the 
assembly, and so forth. It was the general opin- 
ion respecting the compass, that it enclosed a 
spirit, which moved the card to whatever place 
we wished to discover.” 


From English Publications received at this office. 
BERLIN. 


An article in the Frankfort Jowrnal, dated Ber- 
lin, May 24, states that the two Chinese, who are 
at Halle, had asked the King’s permission to be in- 
structed in the Christian religion. 

After having received for ten months, instruc- 
tion from the Rev. M. Trepmann, they were bapti 
sed with great solemnity on Ascension-day, before 
a numerous assembly of the clergy and civil au- 
thorities, and on the Sunday following, received 
the Sacrament in St. George’s church. His Ma- 
jesty the King, was pleased to be sponsor to Os- 
seng, the eldest, and his Royal Highness Prince 
William, his Majesty’s brother, to Abo, the young. 
er of the two. 





Misstonary Seminary at Berlin. 


The Rev. and celebrated Mr. Jaenicke of that 
city writes, through his assistant, the Rev. J. W. 
Ruckert, in the following terms :—“ There con- 
tinue to be 12 dear brethren in our seminary at 
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In literary education, they are advanced further 
than any of the forurer students, and in piety, they 
yield to none of their predecessors, If the Lord 
should incline to us, the hearts of one of the Mis- 
sionary Societies in England, to promote some 
of our dear young brethren tothe harvest amongst 
the heathen, we confidently trust, that the believ- 
ers in Germany would be willing for still greater 
offerings, and that in future, Missionary Societies 
in Britain will not have to complain of the want 
of agents, nor those in Germany be able to excuse 
themselves by the want of opportunity to take 
part in the most sacred of causes. ‘Jehovah is 
our light and our salvation, whow shall we fear ? 
Jehovah is our strength, of whom shall we be 
afiaid 7’ When the true worshippers of the Lord 
Jesus stand manfully in faith and love, hope must 
become certainty ; and the time cannot be far dis- 
tant when all shall know, that Jesus is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” 


IRELAND. : 

A Meeting of the Carlow Auxiliary Bible Soci- 
ety was held in that town on Wednesday the 28th 
of July. The Roman Catholic priests of the 
neighborhood, at first manifested a disposition to 
interfere, but their hearts failed them, and they, 
soon after, published in the Carlow newspaper, an 
article accounting for their absence, on the very 
charitable ground, (amazing change,) that they 
were unwilling to exasperate in a higher degree, 
the odium theologicum, which had already been to 
mech excited. Has real charity or past failure 
led to this decision? Be this as it may, our read- 
ers wililearn with satistaction, that the sale of Bi- 
bles and Testaments has been five told more since 
the stormy discussions of last year. Nor will the 
vituperative resolutions adopted by the Catholics 
at a late meeting in the above town, against the 
free circulation of the Seriptures, impede the work 
of ilumination which is now advancing im the sis- 
ter island with alinust inconceivable rapidity. 





BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Proceedings in reference to the Apocrypha. 

Much discussion has, at different times, taken 
place in the Committee, within the last few years, 
whether the Society could, consistently with its 
original design and its nnplied compact with the 
public, render aid, directly or indirectly, to the cir- 
culation of the Books of the Ap@erypha, in cases 
where it was considered that the Canonical Books 
would not be received without the Apocryphal. 

The subject has, at length, been brought before 
the public; several pamphicts having appeared, 
which take different views of the question. We 
shall not, at present, enter further into this impor- 
tant point, than to give the only Official notice of 
it which has yet appeared, in the following Circu- 
lar to the Auxiliaries :— 


Bible Society House, Earl Street, Blackfriars, 
London, August 6, 1825. 


Sir,—Thke Committee of the British and For- 
eige Bible Society having received various com- 
munications respecting the Apocrypha, take this 
method, in reply to these communications, to 
state, that the whole of that important subject is at 





Berlin, ready to go forth to the work of their Lord. 


this moment undergoing a careful and deliberate 
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consideration, by a Special Committee; and the 
Comittee trast that the result will prove satisfac- 
tory to the Members of the Society. 
We have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your faithful and obedient Servants, 

Aadrew Brandram, 

Joseph Hushes, 

C. F. 4. Steinkopff, 
P. S. The Special Committee consists of, 


Lord Teignmouth, President. 

The Bishop of Litchfield) 

and Coventry, 

He mat? Vice Presidents. 

ee | 

Sw R. H. Jaglis, Bart. MP. | 

WV, Wilberforce, Esq. j 

Rev. J. IV. Cunningham, Rev. William Deal- 
fry, Rev. Welliam Orme, Rev. Jestah Pratt, Rev 
Charles Simeon, Rev. Dr. Thorpe, Thomas Ail in 
Eg. Jeseph Butterworth, Esq. M. P. Zachary 
Hucaulay, Esq. Richard Phillips. Esq. Robert 
Steven, Esq. Joseph Trueman, Esq. together wists 
the Secretaries. 





Secretaries. 





EXTRACT FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SUCIETY. 


Speech of the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Liverpool, at 
the Anniversary of the Branch Bible Society, at 
Kingston, Surrey, July 14, 1623. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I cannot retutn thanks fer the honour you 
have justdone me, without woubling you with a 
few remarks. Lt is now ten years stuce I firsi at- 
tended a meeting of a Bible Socrety in anothe: 
pait of the country ; and I cau truly say, that the 
effects ef the Saciety ever since that time have 
confirmed me ia the opinion IT then formed, that ut 
was calculated tn an eminent degree to promote 
the interest of religion aad viriue. ‘The charac 
ter peculiar tu itis universality. It confines itself 
pet to one country alove, but extends to every 
country in the four quarters of the giobe, and to 
every region, however remote ; and how could we 
go to foreign countries, and to people of differen: 
religious persuasions, how could we go to the Lu- 
theran, to the Calvinist, to the Greek, or to the 
Roman Catholic, without first laying it down as 
our foundation at home, that we atimit all our fel 
low Christians of whatever description as mein- 
bers of this Society ; aud that if there are any who 
rcfuse to accept the Seriptures from us, there are 
none to whom we refuse to give them. 

Standing upon this broad basis, we wish to look 
upon all Christians as brothers; and desire to re- 
gard all the nations of the earth as united in one 
common tie under the same God, and acting under 
the directiow of the same general code of laws 
given by hissacred word, [tI could imagine that 
this Institution, universal as it is, could in some 
degree have affected oiher benevolent Institutions 
“antecedently formed, but having more limited ob 
jects in view, I will freely own that the greatness 
of the object would not have suffered me to with- 
draw from it; but it isa satisfaction to reflect, that 
the effects of it have been, what I sheuld have an- 
ticipated they must have been, to increase the 
zeal, to augment the funds, and to improve the 
character of all ; because the same principles on 
which this Society is formed may be applied ina 
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degree to all others, and the motives which lead 
to subscribe to this, would lead to subscribe to 
others. 

We live in a time when great efforts are mak- 
ing towards the general education of all classes, 
aud all descriptions of men; and God forbid that 
any one should suppose that there is any branch 
of education whatever, from the acquisition of 
which any class should be excluded, and from the 
knowledge of which some benefit might not be 
acquired ; yet | cannot but look to religious edu- 
cation as the only sure foundation of all useful 
knowledge. If the Bibleis the Book of Piety, the 
Bible is not less the Book of Wisdom ; aud if 
there are any who have the knowledge of this 
Book, and searcely any other knowledge, or what 
is called knowledge, besides, they will learn from 
this Book to discharge every duty of life; they 
will learn, principally and chiefly, their duty to- 
wards God; butthev will also learn the duties of 
2ood subjects, good husbands, good parents, good 
children, and good neighbours ; they will learn to 
sitfle and to smother the tomult of passion in their 
breasts, and rest coutented in the condition of life 
in which it has pleased God to place them. But 
if there ave auy who possess all other knowledge, 
and are yet ignorant or neglectful of the Bible they 
may become the disputers of this world ; thes may 
be knowing to some purposes, but they will find 
themselves involved in all those mazes of errot in 
which the great men of antiquity were involved, 
who looked forward distantly «nd remotely toa 
revelation like that which the Cliristian dispensas 
tion h4s given’to the world. 

The object of the Bible Society is to circulate 
the word of God amovog all watida¢e It has al- 
ready circulated it in every quarter of the ylobe. 
The Scriptures have been provided in 140 tan- 
guages, in fifty of which they had never existed 
before. Itis our object to convey this blessing to 
every nation, however remote ; but, it is our ob- 
ject, and more expecially our duty, to cireulate 
them :mongst our own fellow subjects ; to bring 
up the rismg generation in the knowledge of them, 
ind to make them feel, without depreciating any 
human knowledge, that it is from the knowledge 
of God, as conveyed in his word, that their happi- 
ness in this world, and their salvation in the world 
to come, must depend 


MACKINAW MISSION. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Hudson to a friend 
in Utica, and inserted in the Recorder. 


My Dear Sir, 


On my arrival last week, I found that all the as- 
sistance | could render, was very much needed ; 
aud { am anxious to do al! I can to relieve Brother 
Ferry, who is almost worn down with excessive 
labor and care, The mission is in a very prosper- 
ous staie. Little did I think of finding children 
here from a distance of 2700 miles!! but there are 
four who have come that distance, even from Red 
River, in the vicinty of Hudson’s Bay. Several 
others have been brought more than 1000 miles. 
There are now in our family, supported by their 
friends or the Christian public, 61 natives. These, 
with our hired help, &c- make our family to con- 
sist of eighty persons; the children of the village 
who attend our school, make the number 319 
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These last yield us in cash more than $400 per 
annum, besides, perhaps nearly $100 in such ar- 
ticles as we need, that are not exactly cash. We 
are building largely of necessity, as you will read- 
ily perceive when I tell you we can increase the 
school to almost any vumber as soon as we can 
provide accommodations for them. Never did I 
see a more promising field for missionary labors. 
We have one half-breed, whose wife is a white 
woman, with five children, all members of our fam- 
ily, and the parents very eminently pious and ve- 
ry valuable helpers. A devout soldier also who 
waits upon the Lord and us continually—these 
three are self-devoted and for life. T'wo Indian 
woinen, (neighbors) give comforting evidence of a 
deep and gracious work, and one of our dear chil- 
dren, a girl of 14, we trust has lately drank deep 
into the same spirit. I have this evening been 
with sister Osmer to see one of the women, the 
first convert, and td see the joy she manifested at 
my arrival, and at this visit; because (as she says) 
she can talk of God and Heaven with me in her 
own language. It was enough to warm the cold- 
est heart. Could some of our dear triends in Uti- 
¢a see with their own eyes these interesting scenes 
and hear, as I have, these dear Indian sisters de- 
claring in their own tongue the wonderful works of 
God, they would find that extra exertions and sac- 
rifices to redeem such souls from the thick dark- 
ness of paganism, would be meai and drink indeed. 
We are, asa family, in perils, and labors, and 
watchings, and persecutions, and various nameless 
perplexities : but they are all, all thrown into the 
back ground, when we look at the tokens of divine 
approbation which we see multiplicd around us; 
not in the converts merely, but in the very happy 
unanimity that exists in the members of the family. 

The health of our family is pretty good, except 
that of sister M’Farland. Indeed, when I lovk at 
her, and see what she has to do with her needle, | 
cannot but hope that our dear sisters at Utica and 
elsewhere will send garments ready made,—and 
when | think of 80 persons to clothe im this cold 
climate, (and clothing they must have.) I hope 
that our friends will send many articles, and not 
constrain-us to buy as heretofore. It will also be 
necessary to send them soon, or they will be too late 
for next winter. Several boxes that were.very 
much needed, wintered at Buffalo, and east of 
there, last winter. The ages of our children are 
from 4 to 15, but mostly under 11. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN FRANCE. 





The Rev. Sereno E. Dwight, who has lately returned 
from a tour in Europe, gave in substance, at the last 
monthly concert in Bostov, the following account of the 
moral and religious condition of France. 

He remarked, that a stranger on Janding in 
France, might easily travel through the country 
without discovering that there was a Protestant 
church in the kingdons ; but on farther informa- 
tion, he would find at least a remnant of piety ex- 
isting in different places ; though subject to many 
inconveniences and embarrassments from the gen- 
eral prevalence of Popery. 

In Paris there are four places where publie wor- 
ship was held on the Sabbath in the English lan- 
guage. 1. The Chapel of the British Ambassa- 
dor, where the chaplain of the embassy preaches 
every Sabbath morning.—2. The French Prot- 
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estant church in the Rue St. Honora, in which the 
same gentleman officiates in the afternoon.—3. 
The American church; so called, because an 
American resident in Paris (who has since return- 
ed to this country) procured, through the medium 
of Mr. Gallatin, our minister at the French Court, 
the consent of the government for its establish- 
ment. It isa small circular hall in the upper sto- 
ry of the church last mentioned. The presemt 
minister is the Rev. Mark Wilks, a most valuable 
and pious man: yetso numerous and pressing are 
his engagements as agent of the English Conti- 
nental Society, &c. that he is able to devote but a 


absent when Mr. D. attended, the congregation 
was small including but few Americans, the oth- 
ers being English Dissenters.—4. The fourth 
place of worship in Euglish, is in the Chateau 
Marbouffe in the Champs Elysees, a building pur- 
chased by the Rev. Lewrs Way at an expense of 
10,0001. sterling. Mr. Way is possessed of a very 
large fortune, and is a man eminently devoted to 
the prosperity of religion. He himself opened 
this place of worship, and preached there regular- 
ly until bis health failed, which was sometime in 
the month of May last. When Mr. D. attended, 
the house was filled; almost all the hearers being 
English residents in Paris, of which description 
there are said to be usually notless than 20,000. ° 

Of French Protestant churches in Paris—either 
reformed or Lutheran—there are four or five. 
Some of the clergy, who formerly embraced Uni- 
tarian sentiments, appear to have renounced them. 
Yet their preaching, even now, is not always re- 
markably discriminating. Among other things, 
the long contest with Popery seems to have had 
an unfavorable influence. Those, however, who 
have witnessed the progress of evangelical reli- 
gion in that metropolis, are greatly encouraged; 
and Mr. D. was assured by Rev. Mr. Wilks and 
other clergymen, that nothing was wanting but 
}houses of worship, and faithful ministers, to induce 
many thousands of the people to unite themselves 
to Protestant congregations. The existing Chur- 
ches for French Protestants are very much crowd- 
ed. A French Bible Society, Missionary Socie- 
ty, and Tract Society, are strange mames— yet 
such Societies have recently been formed, and are 
every year gaining strength. 

There is also in Paris a Theological Institution, 
under the charge of the Rev. Professor Galland, a 
inan of high attainments and great excellence, 
who was Called to that station from his pastoral la- 
bors in Berne. Two or three professors are con- 
nected with him in the management of the Insti- 
tution, all of whom are regarded as meu of piety. 
The students, of whom there is a considerable 
number, are generally poor, and are aided by ‘the 
liberality of English Christians. The character 
of these young men is excellent. 

Though France is a Catholic country, yet, with 
the exception of a few periods of short duration in 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, dissent 
from the established religion has not been wholly 
prevented, as it has been in Spain and Italy. The 
Protestants were very numerous before the massa- 
cre of St. Bartholomew’s eve, and again before the 
revocation of the Edict of Nantes. ‘The late Em- 
peror, though he established the Catholic Church, 
Was an avowed enemy to religious persecution, 





and a decided friend to the Protestant church, to 


smal] portion of his time to pastoral duties. Being . 
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which he gave many intportant privileges. As 
such, his memory is cherished with gratitude by 
all the Protestants of France. The charter given 
by the late King, Louis XVIIIth, owing probably 
to the very difficult circumstances in which he was 
placed, en ascending the throne, was favorable to 
their civil and religious libertv. It acknowledged 
and secured the rights of the Protestant church. | 
Yet in the early part of his reign, in 1815, 16 and 
17, very violent persecutions existed in the south 
of France against the Protestants, and a consider- 
able number of them are said to have suffered 
death from the hands of violence. If the govern- 
ment did not directly sanction this violence, it is 
regarded by the Protestants as having winked at it; 
—yet they appear to suppose that Louis XVII Ith 
himself was opposed to it, and was not unfriendly 
to their cause.—T he present hing is far less favor- 
able to the Protestant religion than his predeces- 
sor. He has been, through life, an open profligate, 
and most notorious libertine; and now, to meke 
his peace with the Church and with heaven, he 
has commenced the furious bigot, and readily con- 
sents to any measures, however oppressive, which 
are proposed by the Catholic party against the 
Protestants ané their religion. 

A law was enacted last winter, professedly to 
prevent sacrilege ; the purport of which is, that if 
any individual, in passing a statue of the Virgin 
Mary, shall treat it with disrespeet, (without speci- 
fying what the disrespect is) he shall be liable to 
lose his right hand—or, as the case may be, his 
life. While this law was under debate, a Protes- 
tant peer, from the south of Fiance, waited on the 
king, aud told him that if the bill should pass, and 
an attempt were made to enforce it, it would pro 
duce an insurrection in that part of the kingdom; 
and earnestly besought that it might not be sanc- 
tioned by the throne. The king told him he should 
have gone with his complaint tothe Minister of 
Religion. He replied that he had done so; and 
because his application was rejected there, he now 
appealed to his Majesty. The king is said to have 
turned on his heel, with the declaration, “ You 
know, Sir, there is no salvation out of the Catho- 
lic Church.” 

Another law-was enacted, in the course of the 
same session, that tnarriages should be solemnized, 
not only before a magistrate, but subsequently be- 
fore the clergyman to whose parish the parties be- 
longed. The object was, to compel all who were 
not already avowed Protestants, to declare them- 
selves Catholics. Quite different, however, has 
been the result; as a large proportion of such per- 
sons, indignant at the course pursued, have declar- 
ed themselves Protestants, Yet from such acces- 
sions as these, it is obvious that the cause of truth 
is rather weakened than confirmed; and in this 
view the subject is regarded by intelligent Chris- 
tians in France. 

Far the larger number of the Protestants are in 
the South of France, There they have many 
large congregations, furnished with respectable 
clergymen, and in many of the departments con- 
stitute the majority of the population. Since the 
persecutions of 1815, they have increased very 
rapidly in that part ofthe kingdom. They are ve- 
ry numerous also on the borders of Switzerland, 
and on the Rhine; in tbe two Departments of the 





Upper and Lower Rhive, far more so than the 
Catholics, There the Lutheran clergy are more 
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numerous than those of the reformed Church ; and 
too many of both have imbibed the Unitarianism 
and Neologism of Germany, with effects equally 
undesirable upon the religious character of the peo- 
ple. 

Though the government is thus hostile to the 
Protestants, and inclined to exeicise severity tow- 
ards them, yet so long as the charter of Louis 
XVIIIth is permitted to continue in force, they 
will retain no smal! degree of religious freedom, as 
by it they are permitted to circulate books, and, on 
application to the constituted authorities, to estab- 
lish churches. The general intelligence which 
exists in France, the freedom of the press, the un- 
popularity of the French king, and the prevalence 
of infidelity, all afford a sort of security to religious 
freedom. 

The Bible is very rarely to be found in France, 
either in families or in the booksellers’ shops.— 
Except in the few shops kept by Protestants, it is 
not for sale in Paris. The Catholics are, almost 
without exception, extremely ignorant of its con- 
tents. It is indeed very rare to find either a lay- 
man ora clergyman of this denomination; who 
appears to have any knowledge of it, except what 
is derived from a compilation often to be met 
with, made up of extracts from the histories of the 
Old and New Testaments, the Apocrypha, and 
the Lives of the Saints. 

The number of Protestants in France were es- 
timated in 1807, at two millions; and probably 
may now amount to 2,500,000 or 3,000,000, scat- 
tered extensively throughout the kingdom. ‘This 
dispersion, if they can be united, will give them far 
greater influence. And many circumstances now 
conspire to promote union and co-operation—par- 
ticularly, the persecutions of the governinent, the 
liberty of the press, the establishment of a Bible 
Society, a Tract Society, a Missionary Society, 
and the Theological Seminary at Paris. British 
Christians also, particularly in the labors of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and the Conti- 
nental Society, are exerting a powerful influcuce 
in uniting the hearts and concentrating the efforts 
of the Protestants of France. Extracts from the 
Reports and Correspondence of the British Reli- 
gious Charitable Societies, are regularly publish- 
ed. Attempts at persecution are immediately ex- 
posed in the English newspapers ; and since the 
abolition of the censure, in those of France also, 
The clergymen employed as agents, by the Cont- 
nental Society, have succeeded in waking up a 
spirit of inquiry ; and in a considerable number of 
places their labors have been followed by unusnal 
attention to religion, both among Protestants and 
Catholics. Several of the Catholic clergy have 
in consequence come forward as open fiends of 
evangelical religion.— Recorder and Tel. 

———— 





FROM THE SOUTHERN INTELLIGENS ER. 


EVENING MEETINGS. 





The various opinions expressed, by professing 
christians respecting these meetings, have induced 
me to attend some of them, with a design, if possi- 
ble, to learn who are in the habit of visiting them 
—how they are conducted —what is their objyect— 
and what are theiretiects. I have been led to this, 
by the unqualified approbation which they have 
received from some denowinations of christians, 
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and the equully deeided disapprobation from oth- 
ers. And particnlarly, in consequence of their be- 
ing denounced by some respectable clergymen; 
who publicly and privately warn the members of 
their churches and congregations against the evil 
consequences of attending them. 

To my utter surprise, | have, in every instance, 
found these meeiings attended by the more moral! 
and pious part of the community. Such as are 
the more hovest, upright, and valuable members ot 
society. They are those, who enter not into all 
the dissipations of fashionable life; but who, with 
an independence worthy of rational and accounta- 
ble beings, are not afraid to renounce the wurld, 
in pursuit of honor, glory andimmortality. They 
are of that class, who with an eye of faith, can look 
through the vail of flesh and sense, to the ever en- 
during realities of the future, and are determined 
to act, regardless of a smiling, or, an opposing 
world, with reference to their eternal existence. 
I cannot, but admire their independence, and sup 
pose that all must acknowledge the wisdom of their 
decision; though I am too ford of good company, 
and fove my old habits too much to attend all thei 
meetings. 

I was not Jess surprised to find that they are or 
dinarily conducted by some worthy mivister of the 
Gospel. 
the Sabbath, and generally performed by the same 
persons, and in the same way. I have never wit- 
nessed any of that disorder and confusion so ofte:: 
attributed to them; and must believe that those, 
who circulaie these reports, have never attended 
them, or are designedly circulating as facts, what 
they have never seén, and what in reality has nev- 
er taken place, This opinion is formed from the 
few meetinus of this kind that I have attended ; and 
jt is thus boldly expressed, because J] am determin- 
ed to support the truth, even though it be in favo: 
of these meetings. 

Their object appears to be the same of every 
other religious meeting—the worship of God.— 
This is the professed object of those, who are in 
the constant habit of attending thein ; and I see no 
just reason for doubting their sincerity. Their 
conduct, while bere, so fac as I can see, certainly 
corresponds with their profession. They manifest 
a sacred regard for the honor of him they profes- 
sedly worship ; and appear quite as devout as most 
on apy other occasion. In short, I believe, what 
ever others may think or say, that the principal ob- 
ject of these meetings is none other than the sin- 
cere worship of Jehovah. 

The effects of these meetings are various; though 
generally of a happy tendency. They serve to in- 
fluence those, who attend them, to forsake the iwa- 
ny scenes of sin and iniquity in which most are en- 
gaged. They serve to impress on the mind the 
all-important truth, that the eye of omniscience is 
ever inspecting the conduct of his intelligent crea- 
tures; and that they are responsible for every 
thought, word, and action. ‘They lead men to re- 
flect on the transitory nature of present enjoy- 
ments, agd the everlasting realities of future 
scenes. They tend directly to make men live for 
eternity. And this is the best security against a 
sinful course. The effects of evening meetings, 
then, must be allowed to be desirable. They are 
such as every friend of man must wish to see exhi- 
bited in the lives of all. 

Having learnt so much from the best source, 


The services are as regular as those of 
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ocular demonstration, I have been induced to 
search for their origin, with the hope of asce:tain- 
ing why they are opposed by so many, especially 
by THE CHURCH. You will easily imagine my 
surprise when I found from an examination of the 
Bible, that Christ instituted these very meetings, 
or rather sanctioned them by his example. He of- 
ten met his disciples, and others in the evening, 
and for the express purpose of teaching the truths 
of religion—the trne worship of heaven, He first 
sppeared to his disciples after his resurrection from 
the dead, at one of these evening meetings. This 
example of our divine Lord and Master was foi- 
lowed by his Apostles after he had ascended to 
“his Father and their Father, his God and their 
God.” They preached Christ and him crucified, 
by day and by night,—to Jews and to Gentiles. 
They held evening meetings in private houses, and 
in the public synagogues. "Phe same course has 
been pursued by the sincere followers of Christ, in 
every age, since the commencement of the chris- 
tian era. They are now held by the most enlight- 
ened and the most active christians of every chine 
and land. It may be proved from the best records 
of all christendom, that wherever there are sincere 
christians, there the worship of God ts observed, 
and evening meetings are attended. Phis testi- 
mony is such as I cannot doubt; and therefore I 
cannot doubt the propriety of christians attending 
these meetings. @ 

But why are they opposed by so many, partien- 
larly by the members and clergy cf the Church? 
That they are opposed by them, none will doubr, 
who have been much in their society, or have 
heard them proscribed by. some of our bishops and 
priests. But now, TE must confess that I can see 
vo good ground for this opposition; and unless 
some better reason can be assigned.for it than what 
I have yet heard, I shall occasionally attend them, 
and take my friends along with me. If Christ, 
himself, attended them—if his apostles attended 
them—if they have been attended in every period 
of the churcl by the truly prons—if they are now 
attended by sincere christians—I cannot see why 
all have not an equal right, or are not uncer the 
same obligations to attend thein. 

I can account for this opposition only by sup- 
posing thatthe views of the Church ditfer fiom 
those of the church of Christ. Were they the 
samme, they would necessarily pursue the same 
course. Had they the same views of evening 
meetings which Christ had, or which his sincere 
disciples have, they would, like them, atiend them. 
Batif they differ in their views,they will also dif- 
fer in their practice. And now, that their practice 
does differ, it is evident thatthey entertain differ- 
ent views. Who then is right, and who are weto 
follow ? Christ, surely. He best knew the course 
to be pursued by his disciples. Aid he has made 
it quite evident, by hisexample. Our course then, 
it would seem, is periectly plain. : 

Still, it is unpleasant to do different from others, 
or to go contrary to the mstructions of those whom 
we love and revere. And it is still harder to break 
up old habits But what are we to do? The con- 
clusion, to which we have been led by this investi- 
gation appears rational ; and to flow directly from 
the premises, which no one will pretend to deny. 
Until this conclusion is shown to be erroneous, it 
must necessarily have some influence on our prac- 
tice; and itis with peculiar feelings of pleasure 
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that the practice of many is seen to correspond 
with this. CHRISTIAN SPY. 
——— | 
THE MELODY OF THE HEART. 


A Conversation between a Minister and a young 
Friend. 


Was you not pleased, sir, with the tune we sung 
to the last hymn ? 

I confess | was. You know | am fond of sing- 
ing. It is a delightful part of public worship. 

i was sure you would. There ts such a happy 
combination of sounds, which are solemn, yet 
cheerful. 

This is indeed the style of music which I prefer 
for public worship. here is one thing, however, 
which [ think we should be more concerned to at- 
tain 1 reference to our singing. 

What is that, sir? Every oue is of opinion that 
our choir has greatly improved the last few months. 

So ithas; and I rejoice that this is the case. I 
want you to improve in every thing. Yet you are 
not, [ fear, always in proper harmony. 

Not in harmony! sir! This opinion must arise 
from an incerrectear. I hardly ever heard a dis- 
cord among us. 

I refer, my good friend, to the Melody of the 
Heart. 

And what, sir, do you mean by the Melody of 
the Heart ? 

Why, I mean, that the principles and feelings 
of the heart should be’ in unison with the senti- 
ments nitered by the voice. Thus, if you are sing- 
ing a hymn of praise, and the heart be in melody, 
it will glow with gratitude. Or if you should be 
singing a Psalm expressive of penitence, then, if 
the heart be in melody, it will be conscious of deep 
humiliation on account of its transgressions. 

Iam afraid, sir, that you are right; but then 
there are many in the congregation, as well as our- 
selves, who are wanting tn this. 

It is but too true; and I deeply regret it. There 
are no ciscords so offensive in the ear of heaven, 
as those of the heart. 

I frankly acknowledge, that I was so delighted 
with the sweetness of the music, that I did not 
think of the sentiments of the last hyinn. 

This, surely, is very lamentable, and must be 
very displeasing to the great God, whose eye is 
ever on us. 

Assuredly, sir, it is wrong. 

it appears, indeed, very shocking, when we se- 
riously think on it. Let us examine the last hymn ; 
you will then, perhaps, understand more fully what 
i mean, by the Melody of the Heart. 

* There is a fountain, fill’d with blood, 
Drawn from Immaonuel’s veins ; 

And sivners plung’d beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty staias.”’ 

To sing this verse with melody in the heart, is 
to be conscious of joy and gratitude that God has 
laid help on ONE who is mighty to save. It is to 
feel as the apostle felt, when he said, “ Thanks be 
unto God, for his unspeakable gift!” 

“« The dying thief rejoic’d to see 
That fountain in his day ; 


O may I there as well as he, 
Wash ali my sins away.” 


If we sang this verse as we ought, we experien- 
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salvation of the gospel extends even to the chief 
of sinners; and our spirits ardently desired an in- 
terest in all the great blessings procured by the 
atoning blood of the Lord Jesus. And did all 
utter the words with such feelings ? 
I fear not, sir. 
** Dear, dying Lamb, thy precious blood, 
Shall never lose its power ; 
Till all the ransom’d church of God, 

Be sav'd, to sin no more.” 
Love to the dear Saviour,—exultation in the 
infinite efficacy of his atoning blood—dJelight in 
the thought, that all the ransomed flock of the 
great Shepherd shall be brought to live in his pre- 
sence, where they shall never sin any more,—are 
tlie leading sentiments of this stanza of this beau- 
tiful song. To sing it with melody in the heart, is 
io be conscious of this love, exultation, and delight. 

“ E’er since, by faith, | saw the stream, 

Thy flowing wounds supply ; 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till Idie.” 


Weil, who sang this verse with proper melody ? 
He who could recollect a period in his life, when, 
ws a lost sinner, he saw, by faith, the merit of the 
biood of Jesus,—who was enabled to rest on it for 
acceptance with God—whose heart was so full of 
grateful joy, that his tongue could not help cele- 
brating the infinite love of the Savicur,—and who 
determined, in the strength of Divine Grace, to 
celebrate it forever. Did all the congregation 
sing it with this melody? Certainly not. Some 
have no genuine faith. They have never scen 
the precious, the inestimable stream, flowing from 
the bleeding heart of the Lamb of God. 

What, then, sir, did they say what was false, in 
the presence of God ? 

Undoubtedly they did. I am often pained on 
thisaccount. Ministers should speak to their hear- 
ers on this subject. 

* And when this lisping, stam'ring tongue, 
Lies silent in the grave ; 

Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 
lil sing thy power to save.” 

This last verse proves that there is a sad want 
of melody of heart in our congregations. Many 
who sang it, never think seriously of dying. I 
am sure of this. If they were going to a foreign 
land, never to return, would they not make some 
preparation for it. They would. If men thought 
aright of the eternity on which they must shortly 
enter, they would think much of it; they would anx- 
iously inquire how they might enter on it happily ; 
but this they donot. And yet the world’s noblest 
prize sinks into nothing, when coutrasted with 
this momentous question, How can [I inherit eter- 
ual bliss. 

Could each say, 1 have such a well-founde~ 
scriptural hope of entering heaven, that when my 
body is in the grave, [ have no doubt that my hap- 
py spirit will be celebrating, among the sons of 
glory, the omnipoient power, and the boundless 
grace of the Lord Jesus ? What? could thegcare- 
less, the impenitent, the man who is going on in 
his sins, the unbelieving, the prayerless, the scor- 
ner, say this! Yes, indeed, he might say or sine 
it,—but if his conscience were awake, it would tell 
him, that he was giving utterance to a palpable 
falsehood, 

O, I much wish, that all in our congregations 





ced much holy pleasure in the reflection, that the 


would weigh the seutiments they utter ip their sa- 
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cred songs, lest they mock the Almighty with 
“solemn songs, on thoughtless tongues ;” and he 
should say of them, as of the Pharisees, They ho 
nour me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from ime. 

Are you so happy, sir, as always to sing with 
the melody of the heart. 


Certainly not; yet I hope I am eoncetned that. 
I fear that we all more or less, of-- 


I may do so. 
fénd in this matier. There are verses of hymns 
which I sometimes feel it right not to sing ; and 
sing others, praying mentally that my heart may 
more and more accord with the sentiments con- 
tained in them. 

I do think that there are some psalms and hymns 
expressive of such elevated devotion, that it is 
somewhat, wrong to introduce them into the public 
services of a promiscuous congregation. I have 
beév pained to hear persons of no piety, in whose 
hearts the world was evidently enthroned, singing, 

“ Could I command the spacious land, 
Or the more boundless sea, 

For one blest hour at thy right hand, 
I'd give them both away.” 

O, my young friend,—we should think seriously 
before we goto the house of God,—we should at. 
tentively weigh the sentiments which are advan 
ced by bis ministering servants, and when invited 
to join the Psalmody, we shouid be careful that 
we utter nothing but what is true before the great 
Seaicher of hearts. B. H_ D. 


EO 
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YALE COLLEGE. 

We are happy to see the growing prosperity of this In- 
stitation. ‘The officers of College have commeneed their 
duties with improved health and strength (with the excep- 
tion of Professor Goodrich who has gone to Europe for the 
benefit of his health.) ‘The Professorship made vacant by 
the death of Mr. Dutton, is shortly to be filled by.Mr. Olm- 
stead, who, we understand, has accepted the appointment. 
And several young gentlemen of talents are appointed as 
Tutors to fill the places of those who have resigned. But 
one of the most encouraging features is the number of 
fresh recruits who are filling up the ranks of the students. 
Notwithstanding colleges are multiplying in every part of 
our country, more tRan one hundred have been added to 
the different classes the present term. 


SHIP ‘THAMES. 





We undeistand the Ship Thames, Capt. Clashy, which 
carried the last Missionaries to the Sandwich Islands, 
has arrived at Newport. It is stated that she has made a 
prosperous voyage—realizing the promise that those who 
water others shall themselves be watered. 





Mr. and Mrs. Ellis, the English missionaries who late- 
ly visited this country from the Sandwich Islands, arrived 
in London on the 18th of August. The health of Mrs. 
Ellis was somewhat improved by the voyage. While Mr. 
Ellis was in this eountry, he wrote to the London Mis- 
sionary Society, a letter of whieh the following is an ex- 
tract. 


Dorchester, (U. S.) 8th July, 1825. 


You will be glad to hear that God appears to be 
reviving his work in this section of the United 


Yale College—Ship Thames.—New South Wales. 
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States, enlarging and building up his church. Be- 
nevolent feelings are rapidly extending through the 
community at large, and proportionate exertions 
are every where making. Bible Societies, For- 
eign and Domestic Missionary Societies, Tract 
and Education Societies, receive a noble support, 
and advance with increasing vigor. Colleges and 
seminaries of learning are multiplying, and appear 
to enjoy the smile of heaven. 

In the different parts of America which I have 
visited, it has been highly gratifying to me to ob- 
serve, in various classes, particularly in religious 
society, such a friendly feeling towards England, 
and such a desire to co-operate with all associa- 
tions of good men there, in meliorating the condi- 
tion of the wretched, spreading the gospel, and 
promoting righteousness, peace and happiness 
among all the families of mankind. 

I cannot close this hasty communication with- 
out expressing to you the gratitude I feel for the 
kind and hospitable treatment we have uniformly 
received in America. The fervent prayers, the 
affectionate sympathy, the tender solicitude, and 
unremitted attention of many dear friends, whom 
the Lord hath raised up for us here, have allevia- 
ted, inno small degree, Mrs. Ellis’s protracted 
sufferings, and have contributed to her comfort 
under the disappointment we felt in being so long 
detained from our endeared relatives and friends 
it London, It is impossible for me tv name half 
of those who have distinguished themselves by their 
disinterested kindness. But J cannot omit to men- 
tion the officers and Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions ; 
many of the ministers in Boston and the vicinity ; 
Dr. J. C. Warren, whose valuable professional at- 
ien:ions have been constantly and graiuitously ren- 
dered; Henry Holmes, Esq. John Tappan, Esq. 
Mrs. M’Lean, J. W. Jenkins, Esq Deacon M’Lure, 
and the Hon. Samuel Hubbard. In the pious and 
amiable family of the latter, we have been domes- 
ticated for the last three weeks, at his country 
house, which is situated about five miles from Bos- 
ton. Our Saviour declared, that a cup of cold 
water given to a disciple should not be unreward- 
ed,—I trusthe will recompense these kind friends 
a hundred fold. Hoping, by the blessing of God, 
to see you svon, 1 remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours sincerely in Christ. 
W. Exuuis. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Messrs. Tyerman and Bennett, the Delegation from the 
London Missionary Society, having visited the South Sea 
Islands and New-Zealand, arrived safe at Parramatta, 
where they were received with great kindness by the 
Governor, and Mr. Marsden. 

They give the following description of Sidney and the 
adjacent couutry. 

Every thing in this colony very far surpasses our 
expectations. The town of Sydney, which is the 
capital, is large and handsome, and in a state of 
the most rapid improvement, and contains a pop- 
ulation of about 18,000 souls. Here are two 


churches with tolerable congregations, and two 
Wesleyan chapels; also, in building, a chapel for 
a Scottish ministry, and a Roman Catholic chapel. 
The different Protestant congregations in this 
town, however, do not amount to more than a 





thousand hearers ; but it affords us great delight to 
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find, that in every place the gospel is preached 
with great clearness and fidelity, and we hope thev 
are not a few who have lasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious. The Wesleyan ministers have kindly op 

ened their pulpits to Mr. Tyerman, who has 
preached for them once every Lord’s day since 
our arrival, to large congregations. llere are al- 
so Sunday Schools for childrev connected with all 
the different congregations, which are well attend- 
ed—likewise 9 Bible and Tract Society: and a 
Wesleyan Missionary Society, whose cause we 
have had the pleasure of advocating at an Annpi- 
versary Meeting since our arrival. In this colony 
and in Van Diteman’s land, there are not fewer 
than nine clergymen in the established church, 
who are pious men and preach the gospel, besides 
one Scottish minister, and 8 of the Wesleyan de- 
nomination, laboring among a population of abour 
40,000 souls. Though the mass of the population 
presents the most unfavorable aspect, yet we hope 
that much good is going on, while it greatly rejoi- 
ces us to perceive that the best understanding*ex 

ists among the ministers and professors of religion 
in the different denominations. The best order is 
seen in the town of Sydney, where we have lodg 

ings, and great outward respect is paid to the 
Lord’s Day—not more order and outward decency 
is seen in any town in England. It is our happi- 
ness to have been intioduced into all the best soci- 
ety in the colony ; and though not very extensive, 
yet a more intelligent, kind, and friendly society, 
and many of them truly pious, we could not de- 
sire. The aspect of the country, so far as we have 
seen, is also far beyond our expectations. Much 
of itis in a state of good cultivation, and well en- 
closed, while roads, net exceeded by the best in 
England, run in various directions fer into the in- 
terior. . This colony is, we doubt noi, destined by 
Divine Providence to bea great nation, and is in 
very flourishing circumstances. An expedition 
lately sailed trom hence to establish another 
settlement on the north-west coast of this vast 
istand, which will, we bope, prepare the way for 
the gospel among the inany islands in those remote 
parts. 


Affecting State of the Aborigines—Warm Interest 
excited in the Colony in their favor. 


On onr reaching this Colony, we were much af.- 
fected with the wretchedness and degradation of 
the Aborigines of this country. On inquiry, we 
were informed that littl had hitherto been at. 
tempted, to ameliorate their condition. From the 
moment of our arrival, we seized every opportuni. 
ty to excite a corresponding feeling in the minds 
of others; and we have now the happiness to see 
among all classes a more powerful feeling in their 
behalf than has ever been known, and all seem to 
he anxious to du something for them. His Ex- 
cellency the Governor wrote us, to request our 
Opinions as to the best means of improving their 
condition; and we wrote him our views, and 
strongly recommended, among other things, that 
an attempt should be made among some of the 
tribes which are the most stationary, by means of 
suitable missionaries, to teach them through the 
medium of their own language, the great truths of 
the gospel, as the most likely means of effecting 
both their conversion and their civilization. His 
Excellency signified his approbation of our senti 





ments, while the Attorney and the Solicitor Gen-! 
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eral, and others high in office, as well as the min- 
isters, and others of different denominations, con- 
curred in our views, and all were auxious to make 
the attempt. 


MISSIONARY SCHOOL MASTERS. 


We would call the atiention of the Board of Missions 
and the Christian public, to the subject of the following 
leit: from one of our Missionaries. Our own views ac- 
cord fully with those of the writer, that a greater propor- 
tion of pious school-masters of the right stamp, might be 
employed as teachers among the heathen, with equal 
benefit, and at much less expense, than the same number 
of well educated ministers of the gospel}. 


Letier from the Rev Mr. Pirley to the Editor of 
the Religious Intelligencer, dated Ne-o-sho, 
(Osage Nation,) August 22nd, 1825. 


Dear Sir, 


The observations of Dr. Rice, (as delivered in 
his sermon at New York, and published iv the In- 
telligencer about a year «go,) are too true and im- 
portant, not to awaken tn the mind of every Chris- 
tian, a most serious aud attentive consideration. 
While we cannot deny the importance of extend- 
ing our exertions to the aid of the wancering tribes 
of the west and south, we shonld not torget how 
the rolling tide of population, before which, the 
forests are prostrated—the Indian tribes melhing 
away—and which threatens nothing less ere long, 
than to pass the rocky mountatos, and extend it- 
self quite to the Great Pacific Ocean, needs, in a 
pre-eminent degree, all that attention and instruc 
tion from the Christian public, which the Doctor, 
with solid reason, has so bucidly portrayed. Many, 
very many of the advancing population, are as ig- 
norant of letters, and of the religian of Jesus, as 
ihe red men of the prairie, and unless someihing 
can be dene they are like to continue so, ull they 
and their numerous progeny—generation after 
generation, shall have gone down tothe grave. It 
should not be forgotten in what light the word of 
God places the education of children, nor how per- 
manent apart this bears in sowing the seed of pie- 
ty and renovating the character of man. Why 
then, in all the benevolent exertions which are the 
glory of the age in which we live, do we not hear 
more said about school masters, and the distin- 
zuishingly useful part they wight take in these la- 
hours of love. Tatese are the soldiers—the pion- 
eers, whom the missionary might follow, and with 
whomin concert, he might )ope for the greatest 
success. Without these, like an officer without 
soldiers, all his education and skill in serinonizing, 
shall avail him but little. —Every thing is new and 
strange. They ave Barbarians to him, and hea 
Barbarian unto them. Wherever then, there is a 
lack of Missionaries, we should not hesitate to 
say that school-masters—pious and enlightened 
school-masters might supply their place, perhaps 
with an effect not less salutary and improving. 
Weare sorry to add that the necéssity of this 
course, appears from the fact, that ministers are 
too apt to stand aloof from jhe instruction of chil- 
dren, as a business somewhat beneath their proper 
sphere of employment, and in this way too often 
unhappily leave to unskilful, and sometimes to ig- 
nerant 2nd wicked hands, the most important and 
successful place of doing good. 

Among the hundreds of congregations where the 
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860 Revivals of Religion.—Ordinatione. 


Lord has poured out his spirit and revived his 
work, arethere no young men of talents equal to 
this service, and who would be willing to devote at 
least, two or three years of their lives to the very 
useful and important business of teaching children, 
and setting up Sabbath schools among the igno- 
rant and illiterate of our frontier settlements. In 
the service of their Divine Master, can they not as 
easily and as readily, sling their knapsacks upon 


their backs as the young Cadets of Captain Pat-| 


ridge, from the state of Vermont, and travel not 
only through the United States, but up the Mis- 
souri, and over the rocky mountains, if need be, to 
scatter a little portion of useful knowledge among 
those who would thankfully receive, and are per- 
ishing for the want of it. Let shame cover the fa- 
ces of these young soldiers of the cross, who can- 
not be as devoted, and endure as much self denial 
in this important Missionary service, as the world- 
ling, to secure property, or the young military 
man, in seeking honor and renown. Is it asmali 


business, unworthy the self-denying exertions of 


any young gentleman, to teach tweuty or thirty 
children how to read their Bible and pray over it, 
and thus prepare them to become useful citizens— 
parents of future happy families; and eventually, 
the inheritors of everlasting life. ‘Taking a sur- 
vey of the progress our country is making in inter- 
nal improvement; iv moral elevation; in arts and 
sciences ; in population and power ; an holy entha- 
siasm can scarcely fail to inspire every youthful 
mind with an ardent desire, to be active and fore- 
most in lending their assistance to push her for- 
ward to the utmost acme of her grandeur and fe- 
licity. There is somcthing imposing, and sublime 
indeed, in beholding those majestic rivers, that 


pace their mighty tide of waters into the bosom of 


the ocean. But how contemptible would they all 
appear—-sluggish, and sickly, and dead, if net con- 
tinually supported by the thousand secret and 
meandering rills, which the traveller too often pas- 
ses without any thought of that grandeur, sublimi- 
ty, and power, which in their progress, their sen- 
ior is so sure to produce. Tis thus some strong 
and imposing feature of our country’s political and 
moral elevation, may fill us with a most sublime 
and delightfal sensation. But the part of wisdom 
would be, not to ferget the sources from whence 
they sprung, by letting their fountains go dry, but 
see them always weil supplied, that the tide of her 
grandeur and successful progress, might never 
cease to invite to repose on her expansive bosom, 
the wealth, and honor, and glery, and wisdom, of 
other surrounding nations. But all this must 
spring from education—early education—such as 
pious and enlightened mothers, and school-masters 
may infuse. A missiogary, with a compliment of 
ten school-masters of like spirit as his auxiliaries, 
to advance into our fronticr settlements, might be 
expected to give an efficacy to truth, more abiding 
and salutary, than the like number of usissionarieés 
where preaching is so little understocd, and so 
much disbelieved. B. PIXLEY. 


, 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 








We are happy to state that a revival is at the 
present time prevailing in the Presbyterian so- 
ciety in Vernon Centre, Oneida Co, N. Y._ The 
number of hopeful converts is already considera- 
ble; andothere are still many serious inquirers. 





[ Noy. 


This is like a light bursting forth in the midst of 
surrounding darkness. ‘Those of our readers who 
rejoice to hear of the triumphs of the gospel, must 
have witnessed with regret, the extreme barren- 
ness of detail, which has lately appeared under the 
head of revivals—especially, so far as relates to the 
district of country around us. Instead of the great 
inquiry which should agitate the bosom of every 
immortal being, we have heard little else, than 
“who shall show us any earthly good?” The in- 
stance above mentioned calls for the deepest grati- 
itude; and who can tell but the b'essing may soon 
descend on many other fields of barreaness in this 
vicinity.— Western Recorder. 





REVIVAL IN MINOT. 

A powerful work of grace has lately commenced 
in the town of Minot in Me. From forty to fifty 
persons are apparently wrought upon by the Spir- 
it of God, and froin fifteen to twenty have found 
peace in believing in Jesus. 





A CHURCII CONSTITUTED. 

For some time past, the Lord has been building 
up his cause in Dexter Me. In the winter of 1824, 
the few Christians there, on viewing their own 
desolate state, and the lamentable state of the im- 
penitent, began to weep in secret places, and to 
pour ont their hearts by prayer to God. This they 
mutually engeged to do, until the Lord would come 
and bless them. They enjoyed great peace of 
mind in their devotions, and about the first of Sep- 
tember following, they began to see the desire of 
their hearts. Some who had formerly indulged a 
bope in the pardoning love of God, but had far re- 
volted, were reclaimed; conference and prayer 
meetings became more frequent and interesting, 
and the ungodly began to think on their ways. 
Several persons soon manifested great concern for 
their sonl’s welfare; and during the following win- 
ier, some of thein were brought into the liberty of 
the truth. Qn the 16th of March last, a Baptist 
church was constituted with thirteen members. 
Since that time, the work of revival has gradually 
advanced, and seems emphatically the work of the 
Spirit operating by the “still small voice.” Addi- 
tions have from tinie to time been made till the 
church contains twenty-seven members. Some 
entertain a bope who have not yet received strength 
to come forward and be baptized ; it is believed 
they will soon. Others are oppressed with a con- 
sciousness of their guilt, as sinners, and it is hoped 
their conviction will terminate iu genuine conver- 
sion. Some who have gloried in error, evidently 
fear, lest their standing will one day fail them. 

Waterville Int. 


———_—_ 


ORDINATIONS. 


On the 19thult. Rev. Lyman CoLeman was 
ordained Pastor over the Congregational Church 
and Society in Belchertown, Mass.—The Intro- 
ductory Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Boies, 
South Hadley; Sermon from 1 Thess. ii. 8, by 
Rev, Mr. Hawes, Hartford ; Consecrating Prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Perkins, Amherst; Charge by Rev. 
Mr. Ely, Monson ; Right Hand of Fellowship by 
Rev. Mr. Fowler, Greenfield ; Concluding Pray- 
er by Rev. Mr. Wright, Ludlow. 

Ou Wednesday, the 12th ult. Rev. Henay 
Jones was ordained to the work of the Gospel 
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$825] Importance of the Mission at 
Ministry, and installed Pastor of the Church and 
Congregation, in the parish of New-Britain, iv 
Berlin. The religious services of the occasion 
were performed by the following per-ons, viz. In- 
troductory Prayer, by Rev. Royal Robbins; Se:- 
mon by Rev. Professor Porter, of Andover —Text 
1 Cor. i. 23; Consecrating Prayer by Rev. Saimn- 
el Goodrich; Charge to the Pastor by Rev. Dr. 
Pe:kins; Right Hand of Fellowship by Rev. 
Leonard Bacon; Concluding Prayer by Rev. Jo 


e] Hawes. 


Installed, on Wednesday, the 12th ult. at Onon- 
daga Hollow, (N. ¥.) Rev. W. Thatcher.—Rev. 
Mr. Taylor, of Salina, offered the introductory 
prayer; Rev. Mr. Keep, of Homer, preached the 
sermon; Rev. Mr. Woodruif, of Mantius, made 
the installing prayer; Rev. Mr. Chadwick, of Ca- 
millus, gave the charge to the pastor; Rev. Mr. 
Barrows, of Pompey, gave an address to the peo- 
ple; and Rev. Mr. Baldwin, of Pompey, made 
the concluding prayer. 





Rev. Eustace Carey, and Lady, we have the 
pleasure to state on the authority of the London 
Baptist Magazine for September, arrived safely ai 
Liverpool from New-York, on the 3d of August, 
with their infant child. The health of Mr. Carey 
was much improved by his voyage, but not periect 
lv restored. Acknowledgment is mace ofthe kind- 
ness of Christian friends in Philadelphia, New- 
York, Boston, and other places ; and of the many 
liberal contributions for Female Education in Ben- 
gal.— Ch. Walichman. 





IMPORTANCE OP THE MISSION AT UNION. 
In a letter to Mr. Lewis, dated Union, July 29th, 
Mr. Vaill says, that the Osage country has been 
sold to the government of the United States, anc 
that agents are now upon the ground, employed 
in sirveving the lands and dividing the country in 
to districts, which are to be occupied by different 
lidian tribes, agreeably to the plan of the govern 
ment for colonizing the Indians. Union will be 
nearly im the esutre of the country destined for the 
future residence of the southern tribes, and will 
deiive very great importance fiom this location. 
“Tt is understood,” Mr. Vaill says, “and is proba- 
bly true, that a reservation will be n.¢de of a tract 
iwo mites square for the accommodation of the ex 
isting O-age Missions.”. This tract will be large 
enough for the purposes of agriculture, and for 
imany years at least for stock, and will be deficient 
only in timber for building. Ifa large central es- 
tablisthiment is thus permanently supported, it will 
be easy to form branch instiutions intimately con- 


nected with it, and extending into every part of 


the Indian territory. 

Mr. Vaill expresses a hope that the government 
will not require the little band of peaceable settlers 
at Hopefield to renrove from their present posi- 
tion.— Mis. Reg. 





AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


GENTLEMEN :—It is with peculiar satisfaction I 
am perimitted thus publicly to state, that, on con- 
dition types and a printer can be procured; a 
gentleman of Boston, will give to the American 
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Colonization Society, a Printing Press for Libe- 
rid. H. SESSIONS. 
Boston, Oct. 26, 1825. 





EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA. 


The following extracts are froma Report read before the 
Board of Managers of the Clarkson Society, Salem, 
Mass. Oct. 22, 1825.—Hec. &- Tel. 

“T ain disposed to think that the Colony of Li- 
béria presents many powerful inducemeuts to the 
color d population of our country, to become 
inembers of it. Those who go from the Uniied 
States, will have no new language to acquire, nor 
will they be obliged to conform to the habits of 
foreigners ; but it wili be going to reside among 
mei who are natives of this country, and who feel 
a strong degree of mutual affection and sympathy. 

The advantages f..r literary, moral, and religious 
improvemeut in the Colony, are already very con- 
siderable, aud will doubtless be constantly increas- 
ing, since great pains are taken to select for set- 
ilers, the most pious and intelligent men. 

I canot omit to mention with high approbation 
the resolutions*® recently adopted on this subject 
by the Moral Society of the Colored People in 
this town; and I hope they will engage with zeal 
and resolution in the benevolent enterprise. 

You will here allow me to suggest my convic- 
lion, that you cav in no methed moredirectly pro- 
mote the pious designs of your Soviety, than by 
uniting your efforts, to some extent, in forwarding 
the purposes of the Colonization Society. Their 
agent, Rev. Mr. Sessions, informs me that several 
of the coloved people in this place, of excellent 
qualifications, hate expressed a desire to join the 
Colony. Would it not be in accordance with 
your object, to give such your Gounsels and any 
necessary assistance which it may be Convenient to 
render ? 

You will also allow me to suggest the propriety 
of selectin. two or more colored youth, of promi- 
sing talents and good character, and sending them 
to Liberia to be educated. his may be done at 
avery trifling expense, and the measure would 
create a deep interest in the colored people in this 
vicinity, avd probably open the way for many of 
them to join the colony. Besides, it would bene- 
fit the individuals, and render salutary the infla- 
ence they might exert upon thousands of the de- 
craded men of thejr own color. This indeed is 
mdispensable, since they are forbidden to mingle 
in our bigher schools generally, whether male or 
fumele, and cannnot therefore be otherwise quali- 
fied to become teachers in the Colony.” 


* The following are the resolutions. They were fully 
discussed and understandingly adopted, Oct. 18th, 1825. 

* Resolved, ‘That, in the opinion of this Society, the of- 
fers of the American Colonization Society for settlement 
at Liberia, are worthy of serious consideration, and are 
calculated to advance the best imterests of the colored 
people of this country. 

Hentieal, That if any of the members of this Society, or 
other persons of color, are disposed to avail themselves 
of the advantages thus held out, we will encourage their 
undertaking, and aid them in their preparations for so 
important a measure, 

esolved, That as we need the guidance of God in al} 
our undertakings, so we will give ourselves continually to 
prayer and the supplication of his blessing upon this noble 
and pious enterprize of our colored brethren,” 
Wittiam Wiruiams, Pres. 





Joseru B. Minan, Sec’y. 
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$62 Massachusetts S. S. Union.—Memoir of Hingham Misser. 


MASSACHUSETTS SABBATH 6CHOOL UNION. 

In June last, the Managers of this Union caus- 
ed a Circular Letter to be forwarded to all evan- 
gelical clergymen throughout the State, in which 
were siated the objects contemplated in the estab- 
lishment of the Union, and an invitation was giv- 
en to ail Sabbath Schools, and Sabbath School 
Societies, to become auxiliary. ; 

The invitation, we understand, has been very 
favorably received ; and between 20 and 30 Soct- 
eties, embracing a still larger number of schools, 
have already been recognized as Auxiliaries to the 
Tnion. There has been a very good demand for 
books at the Depository, which isnow so well sup- 
plied, that ordeis cai readily be answered for near- 
ly all the American Union’s publications. 


| Rec. & Tel. 
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MEMOIR OF HINGHAM MISSER, 
A CONVERTED HINDOO, 


Who died at Monghyr, aged about forly years. 


Mr. Leslie, the Baptist Missionary at Monghyr, 
gives the following account of this pious man. 


We have sustained a great loss in the death of 


Hingham Misser, our Native preacher, and the 
first convert at Monghyr. 
very respectable caste and connexions, and a man 
of great meekness and humility. 

On the arrival of Mr. Chamberlain at Monghyr, 
in 1816, Hingham Misser cailed on him, and re- 
quested a New Testament ; which he read with the 
greatest diligence, noting every place on the mar- 
gin that he did not understand, and returning for 
an explanation, This practice he continued for 
upward of a year, at the same time reading it to 
his countrymen; when he was led to take the de- 
cided step, by renouncing caste, and by being bap- 
tized in the name of Christ. 

The morning of the day on which this took 
place, he cooked his last meal with his family ; 
and told them and the people of the village, that 
now the time was come when he would opeuly de 
clare himself a Christian. They ali flocked round 
him, and even ran afier him, when he went away ; 
saying, if he would only wait a little longer they 
would all become Christians with him: bat he re- 
plied to them, that he had waited a sufficient length 
of time; that he had warned t'um, and told them 
of the Gospel of Christ ; but as they had shewn no 
disposition to embrace it, he contd wait no longer, 
but must follow the Saviour. A part of bis Gimily 


followed him tothe side of the river; and, as soon | 
as they saw him baptized, they tore their hair, and 


beat their breasts, dud wept, aud cried ont that 
their father was now dead!—and then, with his 
wife and the remainder of his family, they disown- 
ed and forsook him. However, about two years 
after, his wife and one child returned to him ; who 
still remain to lament his loss. She, we trust, is 
now beginning to feel her need of Christ. She 
called on us a few days ago; saying, that she was 
lying im the dust of sin from day to day, and wish- 
ed to know Him who was the only Saviour, She 
has even come so far as to desire to be baptized. 
We cannot but hope that the death of her husband 
has been greatly sanctified to her, 

About two years ago, Hingham Misser had to 
leave this place, to attend upon a law-suit thal was 
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He was a Brahmin of 
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pending in the Court at Moorshedabad, connected 
with some property to which he laid claim. There, 
though he was much straitened in his circumstan- 
ces, and reduced even to the most pitiable state of 
distress, from the want of food and clothing, yet, 
amidst his deep poverty, he continued to preach 
the Gospel to his countrymen, peinting them to 
the Cross of Christ; and, though they often tried 
to persuade him to give up Christianity and return 
to Hindooism, where he would receive abundance 
of support as a Brahmin, yet he declared to them 
that he would rather die than forsake Christ. 

A shoit time ago, hearing of his distress at 
Moorshedabad, we sent to him; requesting him to 
give up his law-suit, and return to this place, which 
he instantly did. When he returned, he appeared 
quite well; and was able to give two affecting Ad- 
dicsses at the Native Worship: held in our house 
every morning. One of these Addresses I shall 
never forget—its solemnity, pathos, and fervour, 
exceeding all that I had ever heard among the na- 
tives; particularly a part of it, in which he descri- 
bed the sorrow of the wicked, when they fonnd 
themselves, at last reyected by Christ. In his ap- 
pearance and manner he was quite heavenly ; and 
though we did not in the least anticipate so sudden 
a removal, yetdhere was something about him 
which seemed to indicate that he would be buta 
little while longer an inhabitant of earth, 

On the third day after he returned, he was seiz- 
ed with a fever, which, in six days more, ended 
iis earthly career. During the whole of his ill- 
ness, he was patient and cheerful. Just before he 
died, he called his wife to him, and gave her direc- 
tions about his son, and exhorted her to trust in 
God; and then, folding his hands, began to pray : 
while so engaged, his spirittook its flight, and he 
fell asleep in Jesus, without a sigh or a struggle. 

Such was the end of this good man: a man who 
literally suffered the loss of all things—wife, and 
children, and subsistence —for the sake of Christ ; 
aud who counted all things but loss for the excellen- 
cy of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord.— 
He was a mau of so wach information and of such 
gentleness of character that he was universally be- 
loved, Wherever he went, he carried his Bible 
with him; cnd was ready at all times to make 
known the way of salvaiion, After his death, I 
found a vumber of hymns among his papers, of his 
own compostsa; which will make a valuable ad- 
dition to our selection, as all his compositions are 
ofa superior kind. I found, also, the book of Gen- 
esis translated into the pure Hinduwee. His Bi- 
ble | keep, as a memorial of himself; it is beauti- 
fully written, [do not know his age exactly ; but 
he appeared to be abeut forty. 


ON PEACE WITH GOD. 

It is not uncommon to hear a person say, in the 
prospect of death,“ [have made my peace with 
God.” Now there is often too much reason to 
question the safe state of those who make this 
boast. What a pooridea must that man have of the 
wide and dreadful breach, which sin has made be- 
tween him and God; who can say, “ J have made 
my peace with him!” It is not possible that we 
can make our peace with God ; we must look to 
Him, who, because peace could be made in no 
other way, died to make peace, and now ever liveth 
to make intercession for all that come unto God 
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by him. Christ is called “ our peace.” He is the 
Prince of Peace ; and he is said to create peace ; 
and all other peace, except that which is the fruit 
of his Spirit, is a false peace, and not the gift of 
Christ. We caunot depart in peace, unless we 
can say, with good old Simeon, “ mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation.” We are enemies; and we 
cannot have peace with God, till we are reconciled, 
through faith in the atoning death of his Son. It 
is being justified by faith, saith the apostle, that 
we have peace with God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Would we have peace, we must come to 
Christ in faith; believing our own guilty and 
wretched state; bewailing the natural enmity of 
our hearts, which has caused so much iniquity and 
rebellion in our lives; and believing in the love 
aud. power of Christ to pardon our sins, and to 
change our hearts. And if we thus come to him, 
we shall have the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding ; and know, by blessed experience, 
the heppiness and security of those who believe in 
his name. He will say to us, by his Word and 
Spirit, “Go in peace—thy faith hath saved thee.” 
Would we have reconciliation with God, and 
peace in our souls, we must seek them; and seek 
them too, in the way by which they may be found ; 
and that way is Christ. Let us beware of that 
stupid indifference, that awful insensibility, to our 
spiritual and everlasting state, which so many take 
for peace ; and which has no other foundation, than 
their own ignorant and careless frame of mind: 
and which, unless the grace of God prevent, can 
have no other end, than that of endless misery and 
despair. As there isa false peace, anda false 
hope, and man is prone to deceive himself, and to 
cry “peace, peace,” when there is no peace, we 
cannot be too strict and impartial in examining in- 
to the state of our souls, whilst every evil may be 
remedied, and every dangerescaped. But should 
it be the happy state of the reader to enjoy that 
peace, which flows from a sense of Chrisi’s par- 
doning love, then beware of sin, that evil and bit- 
ter thing, which iu a moment can cloud and dar- 
ken the Christian’s brightest prospects, rob him of 
his peace, and cause him to cry out, in the bitter- 
ness of his soul, “ O! that it were with me as in 
months past, when his candle shined upon my 
head ; and when, by his light, | walked through 
darkness.” Does God speak peace to his people 
and to his saints? It is that they turn not again 
to folly. > Would you be filled with all joy and 
peace in believing? See that your life be a life 
of faith in Christ, and of devotedness to hiin.— 
“ Great peace have they (says the prophet) who 
love thy law, and are not offended at it :’—are not 
offerded at his holy and self-denying precepts. 
As there is ouly one way to get peace, so there is 
only one way to keep it; and that is by living to 
the glory of him who gives it. “ For to be carnal- 
Jy-minded is death; but to be spiritua!ly-minded 
is life and peace.” 


THE HARVEST. 


“ The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are 
not saved.” Jer. viii, 20. 

These words described the state of the Jews at 
the time when Jeremiah spake them. Instead 
of breaking off from their sins by repentance, and 
returning to God, they had obstinately persisted 
in disobedience and rebellion ; the consequence 
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was, that the destruction with which they had beer 
threatened was ready to burst upon their heads. 

But these words admit of a more general appli- 
cation. By the salvation spoken of may be un- 
derstood the salvation of the soul ; the harvest and 
the summer may be viewed, as denoting the op- 
portunities afforded to us for obtaining pardon 
and peace with God, through our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ. 

This lamentation may be understood as the lan- 
guage of despair: —“ We were long favoured with 
the means of grace and salvation; we were repeat- 
edly called upon to renounce our sins to be recon- 
ciled to God: but we neglected these means; we 
listened not to admonition ; we hated knowledge, 
and did not chvose the fear of the Lord: now we 
have nothing to expect but judgment and an eterni- 
ty of suffering, the worm that dieth not, and the 
fire that never shall be quenched.” Such, alas! 
atthe day of judgement, will be the language of 
many. O may it notbe our case! But the wish, 
however fervent, will not save us; the point for 
each to inquire is, What at the present moment is 
the actual state of my soul? If it should this 
night be required of me, what would become of it? 
Should I discover too late, that notwithstanding 
all the advantages I have enjoyed, and all the war- 
nings I have received, “imy harvest is past, my 
summer is ended, and [I am not saved?” Awfut 
reflection! but let us be assured, that unless we 
are living the life of the righteous; unless we feel 
a deep conviction of our lost and ruined state by 
sin; unless we have heartily come to Jesus Christ 
for pardon, peace, and holiness, unless by the 
working of the Holy Spirit on our hearts, we are 
become new creatures ; such will at the last be our 
reflections. ? 

This lamentation might be considered in several 
other points of view, but we will oaly further look 


‘at it as the language of deep and humbling convic- 


tion. Reader, is this your case? Do you fear 
lest the opportunity for securing the safety of your 
soul is gone by, gone for ever, and that you miust 
perish eternally ? 

You are right to despair of saving yourself, and 
to despair of being saved in your sins. You have 
need of repentance, humiliation, and heartfelt sor- 
row. You have lost much time, and wasted many 
opportunities; bat the Lord Jesus is waiting to re- 
ceive you to the arins of his mercy. Call to mind 
the evcouregement given, in the Scriptures, to 
those who feel the error of their ways. Remem- 
ber, it is said, * Whosvever will, let him take of 
the water of life freely!” Look at the case of 
otheis who have obtained a good hope through 


grace. Many of them once exclaimed, their har- 


vest was passed, and their sumuiner was ended ; 
but now they feel that these words do not belong 
to them. On what ground is their hope founded ” 
inquire, and seek to make it your own. [tis foun- 
ded on a consciousness of their having fled to Jesus 
Christ for refuge ; of having put their souls into 
his hand ; and of their now daily living by faith oa 
him, in a watchful obedience to his commands, 
and under the guidance and influenee of his grace. 
It is founded on the witness of the Spirit, who tes- 
tifies to his own work of grace on the soul, and 
* bears witness with their spirit, that they are the 


children of God.” seni 
Then let us not trifle with the opportunities ow 





afforded us. Let us not rest in the form, but ler 
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us strive to experience the power of godliness. 
Let us no: be satisfied, till “ Christ strall dwell in 
our hearts by faith.’— From Cooper's Sermons. 





ROBERT AND THE PRIEST. 


From Mr. Butterworth’s Speech, at the meeting of 
the Baptist Irish Society. 

A curious fact bad come within Mr. B’s own 
immediate knowledge: A young man had obtain- 
ed possession of a Testament, and had read it ve- 
ry studiously, which coming to the knowledge of 
the Catholic priest, he caine instantly to demand 
the book, and by way of fine, for the offence, had 
imposed a sort of private confessional, by which 
the family was obliged to provide a dinner for the 
priest and his party. Every possible threat was 
used towards the yoyng man, and after mass, the 
priest from the altar called on his audience to 
join him in cursing those scandalous rascals, his 
very words, the Bible readers, and afterwards 
called in the same way on them to join him in 
cursing the young man. This the lad, whose 
name was Robert, resisted, and said, “ please your 
reverence, | am no raseal; I am honest, and my 
father is honest, and my only fault seems to be the 
reading of a book which has made mea bette: 
man.” This speech had so enraged the priest 
that he rushed from the altar, and would have 
sprang upon the young man but for the interposi- 
tion of the audience, and mere especially the wo- 
men. Thev, however, all joined intceating him 
to kneel down, and beg his reverence’s pardon. 
«‘T shall do no such thing,” said Robert, “he has 
called me a rascal, and that’s more than any tau 
can prove me.” He therefore refused to go; but 
shortly after, the priest seeing him in the market, 
trying to separate two men who were fighting, the 
priest interfered, aud flogged him severely, under 
the pretence that he was the aggressor, though the 
real reason was his reading the Bible. Not con- 
tent with this, he had likewise procured his dis- 
missal from his situation, by which he supported 
himself. ‘This account being sent to Mr. Butter- 
worth, he sent some relief, and suggested the idea 
of Robert’s being appointed a Scripture Reader 
to the Society ; but such was the animosity exci 
ted against him by the priest, that it was declared 
that he could no longer remain there without his 
life being in danger. He therefore had thirty 
shillings given him, and was sent to London. 
When he arrived, Mr. Butterworth asked him 
how he had disposed of his passage money 5 to 
which Robert replied, that his father was bui 
poorly off, and be had given him half, and by waik- 
ing fiom Liverpool to London, had contiived to 
make the other fifteen shillings last. When he 
arrived, Mr. Butterworth had two gentlemen of 
high rank with him at breakfast, and they had 
been moved to teais by his simple story, and 
the artless simplicity he displayed. Mr. Butter- 
worth was sure the Meeting would be glad to hear 
after the little history they had heard of Robert’s 
fate, that he was now filling a situation most cred- 
itably in London, where he was receiving double 
the salary of which he was deprived by the mach- 
mations of the priest in Ireland. 


NEW RELIGIOUS SECT. 





is a singular sect of people called * Davidites,” ox 
the * Children of Peace.”.—Their tounder and 
present leader, is David Wilson. He was former. 
ly a member of the soviety of Friends, as were 
many of his followers. They enmgrated from the 
state of Penusy!vania about 25 years ago, and they 
have now a society of from 180to 200. They re- 
side in families and close to each other, forming 
a community something like the Shakers. Al- 
though called the Children of Peace, David has 
fifty of them completely armed, and [I uiderstaud 
a part of their wership consists of military display, 
They have recently commenced (ie bail ting of a 
temple, which, like that of Solomon, is to be se- 
ven years in building. The ffaine is 60 feet square, 
and was prepared at a distance and brought, +d 
put together without “the sound of a hammer 0; 
an axe being heard.” It is to be ornamenied 
within and without, and although it will be costly, 
yet the treasury of David will not admit of the 
splendour which was displayed by Sclomon,s The 
building is to be three stories high, with a steeple. 
From the base to the top of the first story is 70 
feet, and when that was completed twenty-four 
females ascended and sung an evening anthem 
just as the sun was sinking in the west. They 
have a small place of worship, in which there is a 
good organ. They go in procession to their place 
of worship, the females taking the lead, being pre- 
ceded by banners, and two of their number play- 
ing onthe lute. ‘They have two nunneries for 
females; one for those of the age of 8 and under 
16, and the other for those above 16. ‘These sin- 
gular people occupy a rich tract of country, above 
five miles in length by two in bieadth.—They use 
the plain language, but I have not been able to 
ascertara what are their peculiar doctrines ; they 
do not object to take the ordinary oath in courts 
of justice. On the Sabbath that I spent at York 
they were to hold a “ Love Feast,” and many went 
out to be present. Jt is not like the Love’ Feast 
of the Moravians and Methodists, where bread and 
water only are made use of, but they partake of 
the best which the country afiurds.x—Com. Adv. 


THE HIGHWAYMAN RECLAIMED. 

It was the custom of Dr. Sharp, archbishop of 
York, in his journeys, &) have a saddle-horse at- 
tend his carriage, that, in case of fatigue from sit- 
ling, he might take the refreshment of a ride. As 
he was thus going tochis episcopal residence, and 
was got a mile or two before his carriage, a decent, 
well-looking young man came wp with him; and, 
with a trembling hand and a faltering tongue, pre- 
sented a pistol to his lordship’s breast, and demand- 
ed his money. The archbishop, with great com- 
posure, turned about, and, looking stedfastly at 
him, desired he would remove that dangerous wea- 
pon, and tell him fairly his condition. “ Sir! sir!” 
cried the youth with great agitation, “no words 
—'t is not a time: your money instantly.” “ Hear 
me, young marr,” said the archbishop: “ you see 
lam an old man, and my life is of very little conse- 
quence : yours seems far otherwise. I am named 
Sharp, and am archbishop of York: my carriage 
and servants are behind. Tell me what money 
you want, and who you are, and I will not injure 
you, but prove a friend. Here, take this; and now 
frankly tell me how much you want to make you 
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are now engaged in.” QO, sir,” replied the man, 
“7 detest the business as much as you. I am— 
-but—but—at home there are creditors who will 
not stay! Fifty pounds, my lord, would do what 
no tongue besides my own can tell.” “ Well, sir,” 
replied the archbishop, “I take it on your word ; 
and can assure you, if you will, in a day or two, 
call on me at , What I have now given shall 
be made upthat sum.” The highwayman looked 
at him, was silent, and went off; and at the time 
appointed, actually waited on the archbishop, and 
assured his lordship his words had left impressions 
which nothing could ever destroy. 

Nothing more transpired for a year and a half, 
or more; when one morning a person knocked at 
his grace’s gate, and, with a peculiar earnestness, 
desidtd 19 see him. The archbishop ordered the 
stranger to be brought in. He entered the room 
-where his lordship was, but had scarcely advanced 
a few steps before his countenance changed, his 
knees tottered, and he requested an audience in 
privete. The apartment being cleared—“ My 
lord,” said he, “you cannot have forgotten the 
circumstances at such a time and place: gratitude 
will never suffer them to be out of my mind. In 
me, my lord, you now behold that ofce most 
wretched of mankind ; but now, by your inexpres- 
sible humanity, rendered equal, perhaps superior, 
in happiness to millions. O, my lord,”—tears 
for a while prevented his utterance,—* ’t is you, 
*tis you that have saved me, body and soul; ’t is 
you that have saved a dear and much loved wife, 
and alittle brood of children, whom I felt dearer 
than my life. Here are the filty potinds; but re- 
ver shall I find language to testify what I feel._— 
Your God is your witness ; your deed itself is your 
glory; and may heaven and all its blessings be 
your present and everlasting reward! I[ was the 
voungest son of a wealthy man: your lordship 
knows him—his name was My marriage 
turned his affection from me; and my brother 
withdrew his love, and left me to sorrow and want. 
A mouth since, my brother died a bachelor, and 
intestate. What was his is now become mine: 
and, by your astonishing goodness, I am now at 
once the most penitent, the most grateful, and the 
happiest of my species.” 








DISTRESSING FIRE. 

A handbill from the office of the Eastport Sen- 
tinel, was received at Merchant’s Hall, Boston, on 
Sunday, giving the particulars of a most destruc- 
tive fire which had visited Frederictov, Chatham, 
Miramachi, and several other places sweeping in 
its course stores, houses, cattle, and in some in- 
stances human beings. It appears that ninety- 
cight buildings were destroyed at Fredericton— 
the loss sustained it is calculated exceeds $120,000. 
The Governor of New-Brunswick had given to the 
sufferers 2201 and the people of St. Johns contri- 
buted 2501. No human lives were lost at Fred- 
ericton. 

A letter from Chatham, dated on the 10th, states 
that the fire broke out in the woods on the N. W. 
Branch, and aided by a heavy gale burnt all before 
it in the N. W. settlements. The towns of New- 
castle and Douglas were destroyed with the ex- 


were also all destroyed. In Chatham there were 
about 400 houseless beings and in Nelson about 
600, who were suffering for food and clothing.— 
The number of lives Jost has not been ascertained. 
Wild beasts from the woods had been found dead 
upon the sea shore, and thousands of dead fish 
were floating in the water. Many people were 
compelled to jump into the water to escape the 
flames, and several were drowned. ‘The fire ran 
over an extent of 100 miles in length and 40 in 
breadth. ‘The letter concludes by stating that in 
the whole there are not less than 1500 persons in 
want of shelter, fuod and clothing. 

The fire visited Miramachi onthe 7th, The 
wind blew heavy, and bore along with it volumes 
of smoke, dense clouds of flaming particles and 
large brands of fire. <A letter from: that settlement 
says—“ Every one was obliged to seek for safety 
in the best way he could, and the calling for rela- 
tives was truly heartrending. ‘The darkness, hur- 
ricane, and occasional showers of fire, rendered it 
extremely difficult to escape, and some of the ships 
being on fire, rendered them a very dangerous re- 
fuge—most families were conveyed across the riv- 
er in boats and on floats, and others ventured on 
single logs.——The settlement at the Court House, 
and downward for 10 miles, is entirely consumed, 
together with the extensive stores of the principal 
merchants—alsg all the Bartibouge settlement. On 
the S. W. branch the greater part of the buildings, 
crops and cattle are burnt—also on the N. W. 
branch all the meadow, 500 tons of hay, and all 
the buildings thereon—a great number of families 
perished in the flames. 


-_-_—-- --- 


Beware equally of a sudden friend and a slee 
enemy.--- Lord Kaimes. 
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Diep,—In this city, on the Sih ult..a child of Mr. Al 
len; Sih, a child of Mr. Eli Gorham; at the alms house, 
Mr. Willtam Brigden. 

At North Haven, Mr. John Abbot, aged 54. 

At Southbury, Mrs. unice Barnes, wile of Mr. Phin 
eas Barnes. 

Drowned, on the coast of Africa, steary T. Nortlirop, 
late of New-Haven, aged 55. 

Ai Orange, on the 13th ult. Mrs. Amy Smith, wife of 
Deacon Enos Smith; aged 51; onthe Ith inst. Benjamin 
L.. Lambert, Esq. aged 43. 

At East-Haven, on the Ist inst). Mrs. Esther Rowe, 
wife of Mr. Join Rowe, aged 60. 

At Hartford, Mr. Aaron Colton, 2d, 45; on Saturday 
morning last, Capt. Reliey, of the Schr. Sally, in a fit of 
insanity, jumped into the river, and was drow ned, 

At Fast Hartford, on the 25ih ult. Mr. ‘Timothy Wil- 
liams, aged 64. , 

At Lebanon, on the 22d alt. Mr. David Young, in the 
82d year of hisage. His death was occasioned by falling 
from a horse. 

At Meadville, on the 9th ult. very suddenly, Guilford D 
Young, Esq. aged 23 years, sou of David Young, Esq. of 
Windham. 

At Byfield, Mass. Rev. Elijah Parish, D. D. aged 63— 
aman of much celebrity as a Divine, a Scholar, anda 
Politician, : 

At New-York, Mrs. Harriet Romryn, widow of the 
late Rev. Dr. John B. Romeyn, and daughter of Mr. Johu 
N. Bleecker of Albany. 

At Pleasant Valley, N. Y. on the 15th inst. John L. the 
only son of the Rev. John Clark, in the 25th year of lis 
age. He was an amiable young man, of great promise and 
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POETRY. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 








AT THE GRAVE OF AN INFANT. 


———- 


Sweet slumberer ! gentle be thy rest ; 
Clasp'd to the kind earth’s shielding breast ; 
Luil'd to long sleep with pitying sigis, 
And dew-drops from a mother’s eyes ; 
Thy velvet life with balm impear!’d, 
Which only greets the stranger guest, 
Who from the threshold of the world, 
Turns back in innocence to rest. 
Yet, when with pangs of grief we trace, 
The exotic in its sheliering vase, 
Or rose-bud hous’d before the blast 
Of winter o’er its fragrance past, 
Or brow uwnmark’d by pain or fear, 
Save whatthe kiss of love might cheer ; 
Or spirit from a darken’d clime, 
Exhai'd in purity sublime ; 
Then shall the tear of hopeless woe, 
Lost lovely One, for thee o’erflow. 
—But sad affection joug must mourn, 
The leaflet from her garland torn ; 
Aad whren she thinks of torms as fair, 
Unstain’d and-bright, as angels are ; 
Thy image in her heart shall glow, 











At once to wake aud sooth its woe. H. 
eR a MO) 26K). LADS Le 
FAITH MAY BE GENUINE, ALTHOUGH NOT 


JOYFUL. 

We can imagine two seamen navigating the opposite 
extremities of the same broad ocean. On one, the sun 
has risen, and cheers his heart as it scatters brightness 
over the waves—a favorable gale springs up—he is bid to 
weigh anchor and hoist all sail—be obeys with alacrity 
and delight—there is no sense of fatigue or reluctance— 
with every strain of the eable his heart bounds homeward 
—he seems to descry already the cliffs of his native shore, 
and his loud cheers keep time with his animated efforts. 
On the other, the dew of the night is falling, or the sharp 
blast Whistles round him--every star is hidden—the vessel 
makes no way—nothing can be seen, and he hears only 
the gloomy dash of the billow—he is directed to ascend 
the mast, to reef a sail, to labor at the pump—he steadily 
obeys, but it is in sadness—bis heart is heavy, and his eye 
dull—no lively anticipation of the desired haven visits his 
mind—no note ef animation or pieasure is heard—still he 
continues earnest in toil, Will it be said that this man 
shews no genuine truth and fidelity? Rather, surely, that 
the prigciple of faith, or confidence in the master of the 
vessel, is much move decisively fuund-and exhibited in his 
situation than in tiv: of the first-named. 

It is undeniable that perseverance in a duty when unat- 
tended with pleasure is a stronger test of principle, than 
the most ample indulgence in a privilege which proves its 
own immediate reward.—From Sheppards Thoughts on 
Devotion. 





FRIENDSHIP. 


Perfect friends resemble two souls in one body; they 
can give nor receive nothing; all is in common between 
them. Cares and good offices do aot merit to be put to 
account; names which mark division and difference, 
such as enefiis, obligations, entreaties, thanks, gratitude, 
are odious to them, 





(N dy. 


The chief art of learning, as Locke has observed, is to 
attempt but little at atime. The widest excursions of the 
mind are made by short flights, frequently repeated: the 
most lofty fabricks of science are formed by the continu- 
ed accumulation of single pi opositions. 


ANECDOTE OF SWARTZ. 


In the time of war, the fort of Tanjore was in a very 
distressing situation—a powerful enemy was near, and the 
provisions were insufficient even for the garrison. There 
was grain suflicient in the country for their supply, but 
they had no bullocks to convey it to the fort, the people 
had fost all confidence in the Europeans, and the Rajah 
in vain entreated their assistance. The et hope left 
them appeared to be in Mr. Swartz. “ We have lost ali 
our credit,” said the Rajah to an English gentleman, “ let 
us try whether the inhabitants will trust Mr. Swartz."' 
Accordingly he was desired to make a speedy agreement 
with them, for there was no time to be lost; the Seapoys 
were daily dying in great numbers, and the streets were 
literally lined with the dead every morning. Mr. Swartz, 
therefore, sent letters in every -direction, promising to 
pay with his own hands for every bullock that might be 
taken by the enemy, and ina short time his benevolent 
exertions obtained for the perishing inhabitants, above a 
thousand bullocks. He sent catechists and other Chris- 
tians into the country, at the risk of their lives, who, with 
all possible haste, bronght into the fort a large quantity of 
rice, by which means it was preserved. At another time, 
the inhabitants of the Tanjore country were so miserably 
oppressed that many quitted the province. In consequence 
of their departure, all cultivation ceased, and every one 
dreaded the calamity of a famine. Mr. Swartz, without 
delay entreated the Rajah to remove the shameful oppres- 
sions, and to recal the inhabitants. His advice was fol- 
lowed, and the Rajah endeavored to bring back the peo- 
ple, promising to listen to their complaints, remove their 
grievances, and that justice should be administered. This, 
however proved fruitless ; all his efforts were in vain, for 
the people would not believe him. Mr. Swartz was then 
requested to write letters to them as before ; he cheertui- 
ly did so, assuring them, that at his intercession, kindness 
would be shown them, and that their oppressions shoui: 
ve removed. The people immediately believed his word, 
and seven thousand men came back in ove day, and the 
rest of the inhabitants soon followed their example. He 
then exhorted them to exert themselves to the utmost in 
the cultivation of their lands, which should have commen- 
ced in June, but-nothing was done even at the beginaing 
of September. The people instantly replied, “ As you 
have shewn kindness to us, you shall not have reasou to 
repent of it, we intend to work night and day, to show out 
regard to you.” 





THE HAPPY EFFECT OP A PIOUS FATHER'S PRAYERS. 


A pious young man once told a worthy clergyman, that 
he had once disobeyed his father, on which the good man 
retired into his room and shut the door. Curiosity led the 
hoy to look through the key-hole, and he saw lis father on 
his knees in prayer The boy listened also, and he beard 
his father praying for him. This struck the youth to the 
heart; he weat awey and prayed for himself; his prayer 
and his pious parent’s were heard ; the young man turaed 
to God, and became a Christian indeed. 


ANECDOTE. 


A Lady once asked a minister, whether a person might 
not attend to dress and the fashious without being prond ? 
“ Madam,” he replied, “whenever you see the tail of 
the fox out of the hole, vou mov be sure the fox is there.” 
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